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Friday 2nd October 
Dear Families, 
As we enter Black History Month, the influence of oracy on the world
around us has rarely been more significant. There are few more
powerful examples of oracy than Dr Martin Luther King Jr's 'I Have a
Dream' address or Mahatma Gandhi's 'Quit India' speech of 1942.
More recently, Amanda Gorman's stirring poem at the 2021
presidential inauguration championed unity and the search for
commonality over difference.
Without oracy and passionate orators, meaningful change would not
have occurred  nor would it in future. Those who advocated for
change deployed a diverse range of skills and techniques to express
their ideas verbally. They engaged critically with the world around
them, championed fundamental human rights and argued with
unwavering conviction that the world must change.
This is one of many reasons why oracy is so topical in the media and
in schools. The term itself was coined to place the subject alongside
core subjects such as English and Mathematics, lending it greater
credibility and status. Historically known as 'speaking and listening',
oracy is far more than that. Both schools in TEAM Federation place it
at the heart of their School Development Plans and we are taking
part in a Continuing Professional Development (CPD) project with
the borough (AfC) to explore how best to embed it in all that we do.
We want our pupils at Orleans to master rhetorical skills and to listen
and respond respectfully and empathetically, while remaining critical
where necessary. Oracy is not about speaking with a particular
accent or in a particular register. It should equip our pupils to
analyse information, opinion and the media critically in this digital
age.
Our first step was to develop discussion guidelines in each class,
which are referred to regularly; an example from 6ST is shown below.
Next, we shall work with the children to use these guidelines to
enrich their discussions and support their written problem-solving
and reasoning in mathematics. They will also write using
sophisticated rhetorical devices, exploring the persuasive appeals of
logos (logic), ethos (credibility) and pathos (emotion). Finally, they
will tackle complex philosophical questions in PSHE and RE.
We look forward to working on this theme with Chase Bridge and our
wider school community.
On Saturday, we may see some of you at the celebration of the 150th
anniversary of St Margarets Station and many of you will be
attending the rugby event at Chase Bridge on Sunday. It is a busy
weekend but for those who are not, we wish you a restful one,
whatever you may be doing.
All the best, 
Victoria Coward
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LZ055ilIiN4


Jodie and Charlotte for their long service (5
years) on OPPTA. During that time they have
raised vast sums of money and galvanised

the OPS community with wonderful events all
year round. We shall be celebrating them

more formally on Friday 9  October at
3.30pm in the playground. Please do join us! 

th

 

.
A huge thank you to Brentford Community Trust for

their continued support and for the wonderful
relationship we have begun to build. It was fantastic to

celebrate with them last weekend and join them in
introducing the Under-14 and Under-16 girl’s squads.

We look forward to continuing to strengthen our
relationship with Brentford and supporting the

development and success of boys’ and girls’ football at
Orleans. 

Thank you to....



congratulationS
Shay, Phoebe and Aurelie for being

voted in as the new model of an
OPPTA bench and Natalia K joining

the team. 



The OPPTA site is live with a merged
calendar, events and a second hand

marketplace. Sign up at
https://app.oppta.co.uk

Privacy policy can be found at the
bottom of the site and while you are

there, sign up for the OPPTA quiz! The
teacher table is currently in the lead

for sign ups 👀



A WARM WELCOME to...





 

School Nurse Drop-in - Friday 9th
October 9am

On Friday 9th October, our school nurse will be at
school to support any parents with any concerns

about their child's health or well-being. This
confidential drop-in service is on a first come first
served basis. Register via the school office after

dropping your children off on the day. Our school
nurse can help with anything from bedwetting to

growing pains and everything in between.
 

Parent workshop The Healthy Child - 
Wednesday 14th October 9am - main school hall

Information on health, milestones and the
development of the school aged child. Come and find

out how to support your growing child in their
developmental milestones.

SUPPORT and ADVICE



Follow this link to get tickets for the
Orleans Park Friends Fireowrk displau

https://www.pta-events.co.uk/orleansparkfriends/?event=event&eventId=123104


Tuesday 17 November
12.30pm – 2.30pm
Ham Children's Centre
Ashburnham Road
TW10 7BG 

th Wednesday 16  December
12.30pm – 2.30pm
Heathfield Children's Centre
Powder Mill Lane 

th

TW2 6EX 



Tuesday 6  October th

12.30pm – 2.30pm 
Barnes Children's Centre 
67b Lower Richmond Road 45 The Avenue 

Monday 9  November th

10.00am – 12.00pm 
The White House Family Hub 

SW14 7HJ TW12 3RN 
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