
Dear Families,
A new academic year often brings with it mixed emotions: for our
pupils and indeed for many of their families navigating a new school or
a new home, genuine excitement is combined with a small
undercurrent of apprehension. The playground remains our most
reliable barometer of how successful this transition is and at drop-off,
lunchtime, and collection alike, we see children clearly delighted to
have returned. Year 1 pupils are relishing the sheer scale of the
playground, while our older children are proving themselves
compassionate and attentive play buddies. 
Several new clubs, among them Young Architects and Debate Club,
have launched this term, broadening the range of ideas and disciplines
that we expose our pupils to. We remain committed to developing our
extracurricular offer at Orleans.
Reading continues to be the fulcrum on which our academic work turns
and we are developing plans to expand the library and embed this
within our wider academic offer. This will enable us to give more book
recommendations and help us to guide pupils toward the genres and
titles that they enjoy. We are also looking for a librarian for each class;
interested applicants should write to me setting out why they consider
themselves suitable candidates, by Friday 25th September. Given the
quality of applications received so far, this promises to be a genuinely
difficult decision.
Many children were recognised in last week's assembly for their
participation in the Richmond Library Summer Challenge, some arriving
with their medals, others with photographs showing their summer
reading.
Reading for pleasure in early childhood is associated, across both
national and international studies, with stronger writing ability,
improved cognitive performance and greater wellbeing and confidence
extending into adolescence. Some evidence points to long-term
economic benefit. Despite this, in England, roughly one in two adults
does not read regularly. If children do not see the adults around them
reading, they are unlikely to consider it as a worthwhile pastime. That
alone might justify the effort, though it is worth adding that reading is
one of the more satisfying ways we might spend our time.

As mentioned last year, attendance remains a further meaningful
indicator of success and we are pleased to celebrate the twenty
children (listed on the next page) who achieved 100% attendance
across 2025 and 2026; this is no small achievement given the wide
variety of bugs they must have resisted along the way.
Shanah Tovah and Chag Sameach to all our Jewish families
celebrating Rosh Hashanah this weekend.
Victoria Coward
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Here are some
of our favourite

dystopia and
post

apocalyptic
books for

adults and
years 5 and 6 . 

Station Eleven
creates a

memorable
view of a scary

world where
plays and

Shakespeare
bring people

together.

The Last Wild
is a moving

story of a boy
who can speak
to animals and
is searching for
his parents.   

Look Up! is a
fun and

exciting story
about space. 



If you wish to sign up to the Tag Rugby tournament
please click this link.  It promises to be a really fun day!

Thanks Team OPPTA

Further work on the playground will take place over
half term; an outline of the design for the lower

playground is on our website here. Fundraising for the
middle playground will continue and this will include
the OPPTA ride to Bruges on 11–12th June 2027.

Further details will follow soon.

The OPPTA AGM is on 28  September and there will
be the election of the new OPPTA bench. 

th

https://buytickets.at/oppta/2399132
https://www.orleans.richmond.sch.uk/page/?title=News+%26amp%3B+Events&pid=251


100% ATTENDANCE  
2025-2026

Indigo
Mae
Lotte

Joshua
Julia
Gaia
Lily

Felix
Jasper
Zara

Sofia Rose
Ede

Rosie
Mia

Adelaida
Jupiter

Len
Leo
Leo

Sophie
Jaume
Maxi
Elita
Emily
Hari

Liliana
Roy

Harriet



If your children would like to buy an ernoscube
they can use the Orleans 25% discount code

(“ORLEANS")  at www.ernoscube.com

We are looking for a fitness trampoline as part of our
Occupational Therapy stations. If you have one hidden away

at home and no longer need it please send it our way. 

OFFERS and
REQUESTS





RichmondDyslexiaAssociation

Do you want to learn more about
how you can support
your dyslexic child?

Wearehostinga series ofevents thisautumnwith
experts in the field of dyslexia

 

Go to events page

VENUERichmond Library Annexe
Quadrant Road

TW9 1TP

5th October
19:15-20:45

2nd November
19:15-20:45

16th November
19:15-20:45

Working Memory.
Paloma Forde
Dyslexia and Maths
Eryn Caddick

Navigating Secondary School
Katrina Cochrane

£9 per talk 

www.richmonddyslexia.org.uk

https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/autumn-talks-4863857
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/working-memory-and-dyslexia-tickets-1998430457294?aff=odcleoeventsincollection
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/working-memory-and-dyslexia-tickets-1998430457294?aff=odcleoeventsincollection
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/dyslexia-and-maths-how-can-dyslexia-impact-maths-tickets-1998430626801?aff=odcleoeventsincollection
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/dyslexia-and-maths-how-can-dyslexia-impact-maths-tickets-1998430626801?aff=odcleoeventsincollection
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/navigating-secondary-school-with-dyslexia-what-parents-need-to-know-tickets-1998430658897?aff=odcleoeventsincollection
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/navigating-secondary-school-with-dyslexia-what-parents-need-to-know-tickets-1998430658897?aff=odcleoeventsincollection
https://www.richmonddyslexia.org.uk/




Sessions will be held at Chessington Children’s Centre, Buckland
Road, Chessington, KT9 1JE from 10am-12pm on Tuesdays 
The power of positive parenting – 29  September 2026 th

Raising confident, capable children – 6  October 2026 th

Raising resilient children – 13  October 2026 th

Helping children develop healthy screen habits – 20  Oct 2026 th


	ORLEANS PRIMARY SCHOOL
	NEWSLETTER
	Friday 11th  September
	Here are some of our favourite  dystopia and post apocalyptic   books for adults and years 5 and 6 .
	Station Eleven creates a memorable view of a scary world where plays and Shakespeare bring people together.
	The Last Wild is a moving story of a boy who can speak to animals and is searching for his parents.
	Look Up! is a fun and exciting story about space.


	If you wish to sign up to the Tag Rugby tournament please click this link.  It promises to be a really fun day! Thanks Team OPPTA
	Further work on the playground will take place over half term; an outline of the design for the lower playground is on our website here. Fundraising for the middle playground will continue and this will include the OPPTA ride to Bruges on 11–12th June 2027.  Further details will follow soon.
	The OPPTA AGM is on 28th September and there will  be the election of the new OPPTA bench.
	100% ATTENDANCE
	2025-2026
	OFFERS and REQUESTS
	We are looking for a fitness trampoline as part of our Occupational Therapy stations. If you have one hidden away at home and no longer need it please send it our way.
	Richmond


	Do you want to learn more about how you can support
	your dyslexic child?
	Wearehostinga series ofevents thisautumnwith
	experts in the field of dyslexia
	VENUE
	Richmond Library Annexe
	Quadrant Road

	TW9 1TP
	www.richmonddyslexia.org.uk
	£9 per talk

	Sessions will be held at Chessington Children’s Centre, Buckland Road, Chessington, KT9 1JE from 10am-12pm on Tuesdays

