
Dear Families,
By the time you receive this, the Orleans riders should be in the
wilds of the English countryside, hurtling towards Amsterdam.

The days prior to our departure were exceptionally busy, with
trips to the Barnes Children’s Literary Festival, an author visit
and a Pizza Express trip. The thread running throughout these
enriching events was vocabulary. The writing produced by Year
1 about their trip to Pizza Express was incredibly impressive.
Their recount vocabulary included words such as spreading,
sprinkling, and pouring. Although this may be common
vocabulary for us as adults, it is not what one would typically
expect from Year 1 pupils. How did they achieve this? Through
explicit teaching of vocabulary, rich discussion, and conscious
control of their vocabulary choices.
To build a strong vocabulary, children need to be exposed to a
wide variety of words in speech and text, across different
contexts and they need repeated exposure to these words. In
the world of educational research, there is considerable
evidence that a limited vocabulary in Early Years reduces
children's chances of making the same progress as their peers
who enter Reception with a wide vocabulary.
Etymology and morphology support children in unlocking a vast
range of vocabulary. In fact, 90% of the vocabulary found in
academic texts is derived from Latin or Greek. This does not
mean we need to be teaching Latin at Orleans; rather, an
awareness of these languages opens up a world of connections
and patterns that support our children’s learning. One of the
most powerful examples is the root omni, which appears in our
science curriculum through omnivores but may also connect to
omnipotent tyrants in history and third-person omniscient
narrators in English. A useful document from an Oxford
University Press report is below that may help you to see how
you can support your children’s vocabulary. 

With only four weeks to go until the summer holidays, we need
to keep busy, keep cool and keep an eye on the date card. 

All the best, 
Victoria Coward
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The Moth stories
are based on the

idea of storyteling
on the porch on a
hot evening in  the

United States. Each
one a fabulous true

story .

This is a
recommendation

from Rose in year 5.
Superb re-tellings
of unusual stories

from Indian
Mythology.

Now for a few fairy
tales with a modern

take. 



We were delighted to welcome children's author Chrissie Sains to school for a
day of exciting and inspiring workshops. Chrissie is the author of the popular

An Alien in the Jam Factory series and the adventurous Beastopia novels. 
Throughout the day, Chrissie led engaging workshops with all year groups. Our

younger children enjoyed activities inspired by An Alien in the Jam Factory,
including voting for their favourite ideas and creating their own jam flavours

based on the story of Scooter and his alien friend, Fizzbee. Years 3 and 4 had
great fun creating their own unique beast inspired by Beastopia. The children
voted on each feature and Hattie from 4GB was challenged to draw the beast

on the spot as the ideas were chosen. Her impressive artistic skills brought the
creature to life and amazed both her classmates and Chrissie! The older

children were also captivated by Chrissie and her use of a treasure chest filled
with intriguing objects linked to her Beastopia. Using items such as a shark's
tooth and snake skin, pupils worked creatively to invent their own stories and

backgrounds for each object.
The children thoroughly enjoyed the fun, interactive sessions and were inspired
by Chrissie's enthusiasm for reading and writing. A huge thank you to OPTTA

for helping to make this wonderful opportunity possible for our children.





Awards and Accolades 

 Zayd in Year 4 took part in an international campaign called
"Cake Not Hate" in which a 12-year old boy with autism and his

father are spreading a beautiful message of love and
inclusivity in an increasingly divisive world. Joshie Man and
his father came to visit our local mosque and Zayd helped in
distributing cakes and also helped Joshie Man to pray (he is
not Muslim but wanted to join in). We were honoured to be

part of such an inspiring gathering. Zayd and his family

Dylan Silverman (6A) has had a
remarkable few weeks in his

climbing progression. In May, he
became the youngest person in

Britain to successfully climb the elite
8b grade, with a lead ascent of

Predator in Malham Cove, Yorkshire.
Then, in June, in his first

international climbing competition in
Imst, Austria, he came 3rd out of a
field of 49 under-13 competitors
from across Europe. Well done

Dylan!



Upcoming Events and
important dates



Families Together
 Coffee Morning

Guest speakers from:
MHST - Richmond Carers Service - ADHD Embrace -

Pre-and Post Diagnostic Service
Connect with other parents and meet with our wider

school community.
Space2Grieve

Riverbank Trust
East to West Trust

School Nursing Service

Friday, 26  June
9am to 11.30am

Chase Hall

th

A relaxed morning of refreshments,
conversation and guest speakers.

Hampton Fund
RUILS Independent Living
Skylarks Charity
Parenting Leads Richmond

Plus others to be announced.

ELSA Team
(Chase Bridge)
The Purple
Elephant Project



Brighter Together brings over 220 older adults 
and Early Years children together each week

to improve wellbeing and reduce social isolation. 
Please support us during The Big Give Small Charity
week where every donation will be match funded!

Registered Charity 1190557

Bubble show!
 

All-ages

charityfundraiser

Friday 26 June
4pm

The Turk’s Head 

45 mins
of bubble

fun!

 
Buy tickets here!

£8 per ticket

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/brightertogether/2216110
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/brightertogether/2216110
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/brightertogether/2216110
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/brightertogether/2216110
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/brightertogether/2216110




Join us to gain:

S
ca

n
to book a place

a better understanding of why school can feel
overwhelming for some children
confidence to spot the early signs that your child
may be struggling
practical, compassionate strategies to support your
child through difficult mornings and school
transitions

When School Feels Hard: Support in the Early Stages of Attendance
worries

 Thissession will help you understand what might be going on beneath the
surface for your child, and give you practical, compassionate strategies to
support them through it. We'll explore why school can feel overwhelming, what
early signs to look out for, and how to work together with school to help your
child feel safe, connected, and ready to learn.

07377 971166 sendadvice@ruils.co.uk

Contact us:

SEND ADVICE

SEND
Workshop

W e d n e s d a y  2 4  J u n e  2 0 2 6

1 0  a m  -  1 2  p m

O n l i n e  v i a  Z o o m

Charity no: 1127896
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