
Dear Families,
Across the school today, we saw proud children sharing their work
with their families during our Open Morning. One of those families
included a grandpa (at the grand old age of 81) who himself had
been a pupil at Orleans Primary School. It was fabulous to be able
to discuss how warm and welcoming our school is now and how
this is how it felt when he was here. So we have grandparents,
parents and staff who came to our school during those crucial
formative years. Over time, they are drawn back to St Margarets
and our school. Who of our current cohorts will be here looking at
their grandchildren’s books in over 70 years time? What a thought. 
The one book that children were particularly delighted to show off
was their art sketchbook where you can see the development over
the years. Although in the other books that we see on a daily
basis, we can see the transformation of their work from
September to now too.

Year 1 footballers travelled to Rocks Lane and had a very exciting
morning playing football against 8 other schools winning 7 of their
matches. Mr Marks commented that they also exhibited great
sportsmanship and work as a team in these matches. 

Year 3 had a fabulous trip to Kew Gardens and although this is a
place that many are familiar with, the workshop they took part in
showed them a more in-depth view of the interesting work that
takes place at Kew Gardens.

Heisenberg’s uncertainty principle sprang to mind whilst watching
the children at lunchtime this week. Knowing the position and
simultaneously the momentum of the children at any given time
cannot be known with absolute precision as they race around.
Uncertainty is an inherent feature of our universe but we can
create some certainty for our children through our key messages
in our values, rules and lessons to ensure our children feel safe,
heard and thus they can thrive. On the page below, you will see
our key messages (developed last year) that we share with the
children on a daily basis. This may help our community to
understand how we strive to create some certainty for our pupils. 
The weekend may feel a tad short so enjoy every minute. 
All the best, 
Victoria Coward
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 WRITING CURRICULM FOCUS
Here you will see a selection of work from year 5 and year 3 showing how the children are
developing themsleves as writers through careful choices of vobaulary, varied setences

structures and throughout it all thinking what effect they want to have on their audience. 



 SCIENCE CURRICULM FOCUS
Well done to Begum from 6ST on her fantastic hard work in creating such a professional-

looking periscope for one of the Year 6 science homework challenges. She showed excellent
creativity, problem-solving and practical design skills by carefully building it at home using
wood and mirrors, and then testing it successfully to prove that it works. The whole class

was impressed by the quality of the finished model and the thought that went into making it.
Begum's project links brilliantly to the Year 6 UK science curriculum, particularly the study of

light, where pupils learn how light travels and how mirrors reflect light to allow us to see
objects from different angles. Well done on producing such an outstanding piece of scientific

work!



Upcoming Events and
important dates



Debate Club 2026-27
We would like like to start a Debate Club in Year 5 and 6 next year.
Julian Bell from Debating for Everyone cannot fit us into his busy

schedule but he is willing to train a parent to run the weekly club. Do
you have any experience of debating or moots? Can you run an

afterschool club one day a week? Morning or afterschool?
Contact info@orleans.richmond.school.uk if you are interested.
Miss Coward will support you too and is happy to attend  debate

competitions 

Notices and messages 
Tombola

Next week bring in a bottle for the Bottle Tombola, in
exchange for a non uniform day on the day of the fair.

Donations to be taken to the library at drop off.

Following last year’s programme, Richmond Council is continuing to host a series
of Mega Skip days in each area of the borough during 2026, where local residents

can get rid of up to six bulky unwanted items for free.

There will be a mega skip in your community on Saturday 9 May at Clifden Road,
near the Station Road end, Twickenham from 9am to 11am (or until the skips are full

– whichever comes first). 
Residents can bring along up to six items (including furniture or mattresses,
electrical appliances, black bags, etc). Collected items will be recycled where

possible, and any furniture that’s brought and still in good condition is taken by
local charity Richmond Furniture Scheme, who upcycle second-hand furniture and

sell on for a discount. 
Please find the e-flyer with relevant info attached. Residents can also refer to our
website for further information about what can and can’t be brought to the skip. 

Regards, 
Tobbie

Tobbie Ho (she/her)
Communications Officer

London Borough of Richmond upon Thames

https://www.debatingforeveryone.com/
https://www.richmond.gov.uk/services/waste_and_recycling/mega_skip_days
https://www.richmond.gov.uk/services/waste_and_recycling/mega_skip_days


‘Helping children with…’ 
Webinars for parents 2025/26 
Achieving for Children’s Mental Health Support Teamsare deliveringa series of
webinars for parents of primary-aged children. The ‘Helping Children with …’ series
of webinars will cover a range of common difficulties experienced by children and will
aim to share evidence-based strategies to help parents and carers support their
children with these difficulties. Below is a list of webinars on offer over the coming
months. 
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Overview of webinar Morning
9am 

Evening
6pm 

The ‘Helping children with worries and
anxiety’ webinar will help you learn ways 
to support your child in dealing with their 

big feelings, worries, and fears. This
webinar will give you practical ideas on how

to help your child to think more positively
and develop their self confidence. You will

also be introduced to some helpful 
cognitive behavioural therapy concepts. 

In this webinar we will learn how to support
our children develop their friendship skills:

learning to communicate better, repair
difficulties, and negotiate solutions when
relationships between peers are tricky. 

Children often communicate their needs
through their behaviours. The ‘Helping

children with challenging behaviours’
webinar will help you to learn about the

different factors that can impact children's
behaviours, build or strengthen positive

relationships by reinforcing the importance
of giving positive attention. You will also

learn strategies to establish home rules and
boundaries to create a safe and structured

environment for your children. 

In this webinar we discuss the positive and
negative impact of screen time and gaming
on a child's mental wellbeing. We will share

the recommendations for screen time 
based on age, how to have this

conversation with your child in a positive
and effective manner and a simple and

effective way to manage the use of screens 

Thursday 6th
November 

Tuesday 28th
October 

Thursday 20th
November 

Thursday 13th
November 

Tuesday 3rd
February 

Tuesday 20th
January 

Tuesday 27th
January 

Tuesday 13th
January 



Applications are open to join the Royal Ballet and Opera’s Youth Opera
Programmes.

We are inviting young singers aged 8–11 (on 1 September 2026), to apply to join
our Young Voices programme and Youth Opera Company this September.

Applications close at midnight on Sunday 10 May.
Both programmes are free and offer an exciting opportunity for young people

to develop their singing, performance skills, and confidence. 
 
 

Young Voices (Ages 8-9)
 A six-month singing training programme developing vocal skills and musical

understanding, with performance opportunities in showcases at the Royal Opera
House. 

 Youth Opera Company (ages 9–11)
 A multi-year programme offering all-round training in the performing arts.
Members develop vocal technique, language, stagecraft, musical literacy and

creative skills. They also have opportunities to create and perform their own
new operas, and to audition for the Children’s Chorus, who perform in

productions on the Royal Opera House main stage. 
 

Schedule and location
 Sessions take place on Saturdays during term time at the Royal Opera House,
Covent Garden, with additional and extended sessions around performance

opportunities.
 

 Young Voices: 10:00–12:00 (September–Easter)
 Youth Opera Company: 13:00–16:00

Current members say:
“It has been one of the most amazing experiences of my life. Before I joined YOC,

I was a bit hesitant about opera, but I now really enjoy it!”
 — 2025 Youth Opera Company member

“YOC is really special because I've met lots of other young people who like
singing, like me. I've also loved performing on the Royal Opera main stage in The

Magic Flute and in Hansel and Gretel.”
 — 2026 Youth Opera Company member

Find out more and apply here: RBO Youth Opera Programmes 
Applications close at midnight on Sunday 10 May. If you have any questions, or
run into any issues completing the application form, please do get in touch at

youthopera@roh.org.uk.
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