
Dear Families, 
We have burst into the summer term in a spectacular fashion. The
dramatic destruction of the raised area in our playground over the
Easter holidays has opened our eyes to how much space we have
to play in. A kind neighbour donated a new table tennis table and
this has proved to be an exceedingly popular pastime. We are
extremely grateful to the tireless work of our PTA over the last few
years with fairs and a cycle ride to Paris that have enabled this to
happen. The next stages of development will be the installation of
a large new hut, a trim trail area for KS1 and an extensive climbing
frame for all. So fundraising does not end here, we are working
towards financing this next phase of playground development with
the Pedal to Amsterdam and the upcoming Summer Fair on Friday
15  May. Thank you to everyone for supporting such worthwhile
projects that benefit the children and thank you to OPPTA for
organising them. We know it takes time energy and dedication. 
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It will not have escaped your attention that year 4 were not on site
today and yesterday. We ventured to Thames Young Mariners at
Ham Lake. The menu of activities included raft building, SUP,
woodland crafts and intermittent sleeping in bell tents surrounded
by nature. We also had the pleasure of a local historian, Gordon
Elsden, coming to talk to us around our campfire about the
fascinating history of Ham from the Ice Age to the arrival of the
Vikings. A one night residential provides an opportunity to be
independent, try new activities and have fun with our friends and all
of these key ingredients were in abundance during this trip. All
exemplified by the now famous Pak-Fei dock jump.
Nursery this week were learning about people who help us such as
vets and doctors and during their lesson displayed a startling depth
of knowledge about skeletons and the animal world. They also
were able to connect their learning to their friend who hurt her
finger showing our value of compassion towards others. 
Many of us will be at Marble Hill Park tomorrow at 9.30am to run
2K to raise some money for our book collection in order to install a
system to organise and scan books. This way we can keep a track
of our books and what children are reading.  See you there! 
Enjoy the sunshine and see you next week.
All the best, 
Victoria Coward
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Gordon
Elsden’s book

about Ham
which is a must
read  for those
interested in
local history.

Excellent
historical fiction

from this
versatile author

who interestingly
was told at

school she could
not write. 

A more
accessible book

for younger
readers about

significant
women in
history.  

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Remarkable-Ham-Untold-Gordon-Elsden/dp/1527207315
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Remarkable-Ham-Untold-Gordon-Elsden/dp/1527207315
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Dock jumpers left and above 
Pak-Fei after his legendary dock jump.

The ferry home!

Testing the rafts! 

Collaborative den 
building 



Tony (our caretaker for 17 years) went to Brentford V
Everton at the weekend as part of the retirement

present we gave him. He would like to thank all the
Orleans family for this gift and he had a great day

there with his wife Julie.

Performance Poetry WinnersPerformance Poetry Winners

Amended and correct Performance
Poetry winners!



Two OPS mums-
Paula and Ame-

have already run and
raised some money

for the library
refurbishment. 

If you don’t have the
time or energy to run
tomorrow you could

simply donate to
them via the Orleans
Primary School Fund

link here. 





Upcoming Events and
important dates
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