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What is life in Year 1 like? 
 

In Year 1 we adopt a very creative and enthusiastic approach to our curriculum. From 
day one, we encourage independence and a love of learning. This ethos is echoed 

through everything we do with the hope that this will be embedded for life.  
 

Which staff are in Year 1 this year? 
There are two classes in our year group. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

What does a typical week in Year 1 look like? 
Every day consists of a Phonics or grammar focus, English, Maths and Reading  

session. All other subjects are taught once or twice  
during the week or in a block of lessons each half-term. 

 
P.E. days are  Wednesdays & Thursdays 

 
Pleas send your child into school wearing the correct P.E. uniform on these days. 

 
Specialist Teaching 

In Year 1, children will be taught by specialist teachers for Music.  
These specialist lessons will take place once a week.  

The children are also taught RE during this time.  
These teachers are: 

          Mrs Sarah Ricketts             Mrs Luci Rainsford 
                                                                    Music                                     HLTA -  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Class Name Teacher Teaching  
Assistant 

1RP Mrs R Prinsloo Miss Bostock 

1KP Miss Palczewski    Mrs Mc Carty  

 



Timings and Routines 
 

Morning Routine 
 
Your child will need to be in the playground at 8:45 (10 minutes prior to the beginning of the 
day) so that they can ensure all their  possessions are in their cubby holes and ready for the 
day to begin.  
 
The bell rings at 8.55am.  Children should be at school ready to start and be seated in class  at 
this time.  If however, you would like to drop your child off in the playground at 8.45, you may 
do so as there will be a member of staff on morning duty every day. If you need to drop off 
before this time you must book in with JAG our before and after school care provider. 
 
In Year 1 we continue to develop their independence and organisational skills, therefore we 
encourage children to hang up their own coats and bags and come into the classroom on their 
own at 9.00 am. 
 
Please make sure your child has their bag every day as letters, home learning, reading books 
and other information can soon get lost.  
 
Arriving late on a regular basis can have a negative impact on your child’s learning. Lessons 
start at 9:00 so it is important that your child is on time. 
 
At 9:00, the electronic register closes. If your child arrives late, please enter via the office so 
that office administrator can enter your child into the register. If your child arrives after the 
register has closed they will be given a late mark.  

 
 

Timings of the day 

8.55 Bell rings 

9.00 School starts 

10.15— 10.30 Morning break 

12.00 — 1.00 Lunch 

3.30 End of school day 



Home Learning 
 
 
Home Learning is set on Google Classroom on a Tuesday with the expectation that it will be 
handed in by the  following Monday.  
Home Learning in Year 1 consists of Spellings to learn for a test, English/Grammar activity and a 
Maths activity.  Daily reading for about 10 mins. 
 
There may be a termly project sent home linked to a topic that we are learning about.  
 
Our Home Learning is always linked to the learning that has taken place during the week which 
gives your child the opportunity to consolidate their learning.  
 

 
 



 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Children should not wear jewellery, make up or nail varnish. Any child’s hair (both male and 
female) which is longer than  shoulder length or in their face, should be tied up so that it mini-

mises the spread of head 
 
 

Having the school uniform helps to enforce the community of Orleans Primary School 
and  children are able to focus on learning and developing rather than what others are     

wearing. Please respect our uniform standards  and help us to be the best we can be. Orleans     
Primary Schools’ uniform supplier is Stevenson’s. Stevenson’s have a store on Heath Road in 

Twickenham where pupils and parents  can visit to sample sizes and purchase in store.        
Additionally, parents can order uniform online  at www.stevensons.co.uk and by telephone 

on 01727 815 700.  

The school wants all children to grow into healthy adults. We believe that it is dangerous for 
children to wear shoes that have platform soles or high heels, so we do not allow children to 

wear such shoes in our school. Neither do we allow children to wear trainers to school, unless 
wearing their PE kit; this is because we think that this footwear is appropriate for sport or for 
leisurewear, but is not in keeping with the smart appearance of a school uniform. We require 
all children to wear shoes as stated in the uniform list. Please note - open toed sandals are not 

part of the required uniform and can cause trip hazards at playtimes and lunchtimes             
particularly on our playground climbing equipment.  

School Uniform P.E. Uniform 

• White PoloShirt 
• Royal blue Orleans Jumper or   

Cardigan 
• Grey Trousers / Shorts or Grey 

Skirt / Pinafore 
• Blue Checked Summer dress 
• Black shoes—NOT TRAINERS 

- no open-toed sandals 
 

• PE - Royal blue Orleans T-Shirt 
• Royal blue Shorts / Joggers/ leg-

gings or  skorts 
• Trainers—Velcro. Please ensure 

children can tie laces inde-
pendently before wearing laced 
shoes to school.  

Uniform and Appearance 

At Orleans Primary we set high standards for all our pupils and this includes their  ap-
pearance. We monitor uniform standards in school and it is expected that they come to 
school in the appropriate attire as  detailed below. We take pride in our uniform stand-

ards and expect children to be smart and  respectable in both uniform and PE kit.  



Additional information for parents 
 
 

Holidays in Term-Time  
At Orleans, our aim is for each child to achieve excellent attendance each year. We ask par-
ents  to plan family holidays for the school holiday times. A child who takes 2 weeks (10 days) 
holiday in term time will have less than 95% attendance for that year before taking into ac-
count  any further days lost due to illness. The term dates are published on our website. Please 
do consult them before flights are booked! We do not set work  for pupils who are taken out of 
school on a holiday.  
 
ParentPay  
All payments to the school are made online via ParentPay. If  you have any difficulties access-
ing this please contact the school office and they will be able to help. If you do not have access 
to the internet, a smart phone or a computer the office staff  are available to support you using 
a school computer to make payments.  
 
Permission for Trips  
When there is a trip please ensure that you use ParentPay to give permission for your child 
to go on the trip. We can only finalise our risk assessments when we have the final permis-
sion  given and, at times, there may be two or three pupils who do not have permission to 
attend a trip and this holds everything up.  
 
 
Medical information about pupils  
If your child has medical needs which change during the year you must inform the school 
via  the office. They will give you the appropriate form to complete. This will help us to en-
sure  that your child’s medical needs are known and appropriate measures are in place to 
keep  them safe.  
 
Parent Mail  
The school uses ParentMail to communicate with parents via email and text message, and 
all  parents need to register for a ParentMail account and download the ParentMail app. If 
you  have not yet been sent a registration email from ParentMail please contact the school 
office. 







Additional information for parents 
 
 

School Street  
Hartington Road is now a ‘School Street’ and has a temporary traffic management order  
prohibiting  motor vehicles during drop off and pick up times every day during term time. Only 
scooters, cyclists  and pedestrians are permitted to use the road during these times, to reduce 
pollution and make the  area surrounding the school a safer environment for all. Parents must 
ensure that they do not drive   down Hartington Road between 8.15 - 9.45am, and 2.45 –
 4.00pm. Please see http:// schoolstreets.org.uk/ and https://www.richmond.gov.uk/services/
roads_and_transport/transport_planning/school_streets/school_streets_locations/
orleans_primary_school_zone_1  for further details.  
 
School lunches  
Children at Orleans Primary School have a choice of having a delicious, freshly cooked hot 
school lunch,  or bringing in a packed lunch from home. All infant age children (Reception to 
Year 2) are entitled to a  free school lunch under the Universal Infant Free School Meal 
scheme, and we strongly recommend  that parents take up this offer. All children in Years  
Reception to Year 2 are automatically signed up for  Universal Infant Free School Meals unless 
your child has a food allergy or intolerance (see below for further details).  
The hot school lunches, that are cooked daily on site by our school chef, are nutritionally bal-
anced and  made from locally sourced ingredients by our new catering contra 
tor, Caterlink. The cost for children in Years 3 - 5 for a two course lunch per day 
is currently £2.30. Year 3 parents will be asked to complete a google form to  sign their chil-
dren up for school lunches before the end of term as they are moving from free to  chargeable 
meals. We do ask that you complete this form as soon as you receive it so that we can as  
certain who will be having school lunches, and get these meal patterns set up on ParentPay. 
Years 4-6  previous meal patterns from Summer 2021 will continue in Autumn 2021 unless the 
school is notified in  writing to info@orleans.richmond.sch.uk advising that you wish to start/
stop school lunches.  
 
School meals are paid for via ParentPay and we ask that you do not allow your school meals 
balance to  fall into debit. The cost per half term for school lunches will be displayed on the 
school website if you  would rather top up your account for an entire half term. The menu for 
school lunches will also be dis played on our school website for you to look at with your child. 
If you would like to change your child  from packed lunches to school lunches, or from school 
lunches to packed lunches mid way through the year you must inform the school office of this 
in writing via email to info@orleans.richmond.sch.uk giv ing at least 5 days notice.  
If your child has a food allergy or intolerance, they must bring in a packed lunch until their  
special  menu has been discussed and agreed with the catering contractor and put into place. 
To get this pro cess started you will need to complete a special diet form which the school 
office can send to parents  upon request. Please contact the school office for further details.  
 



Additional information for parents 
 

 
Orleans Primary School Voluntary Fund  
Funding for schools has been under immense pressure for the past few years. Our aim  is to 
provide an excellent education for all pupils that attend our school, however these financial 
challenges mean we have to make decisions about what we can and cannot continue to  
provide. Even through careful financial planning, monitoring and making  significant cut backs, 
we are using our reserve funds to prop up our school budget this  financial year. This, and the  
impact the Covid-19 pandemic has had on reducing our  lettings income and OPPTA fundrais-
ing, means that we are reliant upon parents making  regular voluntary donations to our school 
fund in order to continue to provide them  with a fantastic education.  
 
We are hoping that all of our parents who are able to will commit to donating £10 per month 
to our voluntary fund, which will be used to support teaching and learning  across the school. 
This equates to £840 over your child’s school career, which would  make a huge impact to the 
school.  A £25 per month donation would equate to £2016 across your child’s school career. 
Regular donations mean the school can use the donations in our financial planning, and means 
that we can use the money on regular commitments such as staffing costs.  
Single or annual donations are also greatly appreciated. Monthly or single donations  can be 
easily set up by visiting the Just Giving OPSF page below.  
 
All contributions are completely confidential and parents should not feel pressured into   
regular monthly giving. https://www.justgiving.com/opsf  



  

How can you help?  
 

Parental help is equally as important in Year 1 as it has been throughout your child’s time at 
Orleans. We would like to invite parents to assist with the following: 

 
• Readers 
• Times table testing 
• Key Instant Recall Facts 
• In-class support during special weeks or days 
• Trips 

 
It is essential that you are DBS checked when helping in school. In order to start this process 
early, please use the QR code below which takes you to the website for completing a DBS 
check.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We will also need Class Reps for both classes. Usually, we have 
two per class and they help the teacher to  organise events throughout the year and 
communicate important information to parents. If you are interested in becoming a Class Rep, 
please speak to your child’s teacher.  

 
 

 
We look forward to an exciting year  

full of learning and new experiences! 
 

 
 



Additional information for parents 
 
 

Online safety 
 
Online safety is taught throughout the academic year. Children are taught to: 
 
Use technology safely, respectfully and responsibly; recognise acceptable and unacceptable behaviour; identify a 
range of ways to report concerns about content and contact. 
 
Children learn about online safety through: 
 

• Computing lessons 
 

• PSHE lessons 
 

• RSE lessons, 
 

• Cross-curricular research opportunities 
 
The school embeds online safety through: 
 

• Appropriate filtering 
 

• Monitoring systems (classroom. cloud) 
 

• Curriculum planning 
 

• Safeguarding 
 
What can you do at home to encourage online safety? 
 
Responsibility for online behaviour outside of school remains the children’s and parental responsibility. 
 
Be aware of the legal age restrictions for various apps.  

 Facebook is 13+, TikTok is 13+, Youtube is 13+, Whatsapp is 16+. 
 
Set up parental controls before giving devices to children.  

 Scan the QR code to get information on how to set the parental controls 
for all devices.  

 
Online safety advice is also shared weekly in the school newsletter. 
 
Further advice is also available from your LSCB website. 
 
 
 




