ORLEANS PRIMARY SCHOOL
Year 4 - Autumn 2 Curriculum Overview
SCIENCE States of Matter –

D.T This unit develops the popular activity

solids, liquids and gases.

of making greetings cards and the moving
picture made in key stage 1. Children
research the content of the book and design
and make a book that is finished to a high
standard, with pages that incorporate moving
parts, including linkages and levers.

During this unit, children will describe
the differences between solids, liquids and gases. They will
research the temperature at which materials change state,
for example, when iron melts or when oxygen condenses
into a liquid. They will describe melting and dissolving and
give everyday examples of each; name some materials that
will and some that will not dissolve in water and explain
why undissolved solids can be separated from a solution by
filtering and show how to do this. They will also recognise
that although it is not possible to see a dissolved solid, it
remains in the solution.

FRENCH

In this unit pupils learn how to describe

themselves physically and personally (building on
personality trait vocabulary) and learn how to use the first
person singular pronoun with avoir and être.

PSHE How do we treat each other
with respect?
In this topic, the children will be learning
how people’s behaviour affects
themselves and others, including online.
They will consider the relationship
between rights and responsibilities, as
well as discovering the rights that children
have and why it is important to protect
these.

SPELLINGS AND READING

Key Instant Recall Facts
To help develop children’s fluency in mathematics, we ask them to
learn Key Instant Recall Facts (KIRFs) each half term. This term’s KIRF
is:
• I know multiplication and division facts for the 6x table.
Please refer to the KIRF letter and activities on Google Classroom for
more information and activities to support learning.

SPELLINGS WILL BE TESTED ON
MONDAYS.
Children should read for a minimum of
10 mins at home every night (try library
books, newspapers or comics as well as
scheme books).
PLEASE BRING BOOKS TO SCHOOL EVERY DAY – WE WILL
HEAR CHILDREN READ AS OFTEN AS POSSIBLE.

HISTORY

The Iron Age

Through this enquiry children first

identify the common features of hill forts and then investigate their likely
function, not only as a defensive structure but also as a trading, meeting and
ceremonial place. The Iron Age was the most violent period of prehistory in
Britain, and another important focus of this enquiry is to support pupils to
reflect on why this was the case. . Securing additional living space and natural
resources have been the major causes of wars down the generations, and
children will see that this was certainly true of the Iron Age. Towards the end
of the Iron Age, life in Britain progressed in two very profound ways – the
creation of coinage and the first appearance of writing – and children will
consider the significance of both.

COMPUTING

RE Children will

MUSIC

Children learn
principles and
techniques of basic
animation. They
research early
techniques before the
use of computers and
then experiment with
software to create
their own animation.

learn about
Christianity with
a focus on its
origins, core
beliefs the
festivals that
place

In music, the children
will focus on a topic
called Booming Brass.
They will focus on
Glen Miller and
Mozart's Horn
Concerto No.4 and
look at the main brass
instruments. They will
then move on to
Christmas Crackers!

Dance & Basketball - In Dance, pupils will focus on
creating characters and narrative through movement and
gesture. They will be working individually, in pairs and small
groups. In Basketball, we will be developing competencies
in key skills and principles such as defending, attacking,
throwing, catching and dribbling. P.E days are on

Tuesday and Friday.

ORLEANS PRIMARY SCHOOL
MATHS
Multiplication & Division
•

Use place value, known facts and derived facts to multiply mentally

•

Use place value, known facts and derived facts to divide mentally

•

Calculate multiplication facts using the distributive law

•

Multiplying three 1-digit numbers

•

Short multiplication

•

Mental division strategies

•

Short division

ENGLISH

Data
•

Read, interpret and compare pictograms, bar charts and time graphs

•

Construct pictograms, bar charts and time graphs

Fiction: Short Novel (quest story)
Focus Text: Ice Palace by Robert Swindells
Ivan, the main character goes in search of his brother taken by the mysterious
‘Starjik’. It is a moving and well written story with strong themes such as family
love and bravery and much to explore in terms of character and dilemma.

Overall aims of this teaching sequence
• To enjoy a story and discuss its meanings
• To explore narrative plot, settings, characters and draw inferences to aid
understanding
• To broaden understanding of writers' use of language and build a varied
vocabulary
• To write non-fiction texts based on fictional stimulus
• To write a non-chronological report
• To write a narrative ending

Writing Outcomes
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Poetry (list poems, imagery)
Instructions (rules for playing a game)
Recount (note, written in role)
Non-chronological report (information leaflet)
Thought bubbles, notes (writing in role)
Captions
Narrative ending

