Orleans Primary School
Year 3
Curriculum Booklet
“ ‘A love of learning, for life, for
all’ is not only the motto, but the
beating heart of this school.”
OFSTED - January 2014

Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome to your Year 3 Curriculum Handbook.
We hope that you find the information useful in answering many of your questions about
the next academic year in your new year group. Any of the staff in the Year 3 team will be
pleased to help you with any questions you may have regarding next year and we hope you
will find this within here.
We are hoping that this year will be less eventful and that the Covid restrictions that are
currently in place are relaxed somewhat and we can resume back to our pre-Covid way of
life. At this point we are being advised that restrictions currently in place are to remain, but
this may change over the summer holidays. Please take note of the timings in place for
September.
As your child progresses from one year to the next, there are many aspects of school life which
are the same and many aspects which will be new. What remains constant is the value we place
on each child, the team and communication. This ensures that they enjoy school life, work hard
and develop self confidence, self-motivation and self-discipline. We pride ourselves in being a
caring school and knowing each and every individual in each class. We are all proud of the
friendly and welcoming atmosphere in our school and the standards we achieve, but we always
strive to improve and develop.
We have very high expectations of the children and aim to provide the best learning for them in
order to help us to cherish and challenge every child to fulfil their potential and we know that
you will join us in supporting us and them on their journey.
I am sure that you join with us in looking forward to an exciting and successful school year in
2021-2022.
Yours sincerely,
Jane Evans
Headteacher

Governing Body
The school has a very active and supportive Governing body made up
of members of the local community, parents and
teachers. Day to day running of the school is delegated to the
Headteacher; Governors are responsible for the school’s strategy,
vision and objectives. The governing body acts as a ‘critical friend’ to
the school, blending challenge and support to hold the school
to account. More information can be found on the
governors section of the school website.
The current Chairperson is Alex Axiom. Her contact email is
aaxiom@orleans.richmond.sch.uk

What is life in Year 3 like?
In Year 3 we adopt a very creative and enthusiastic approach to our curriculum. From
day one, we encourage independence and a love of learning. This ethos is echoed
through everything we do, with the hope that this will be embedded for life.

Which staff are in Year 3 this year?
There are two classes in our year group.
Class Name

Teacher

Teaching
Assistant

Foxglove

Mrs Sarah Hayward

Mrs Diane Gullick

Primrose

Mr Ashley Dare
Mrs Veronica Cucos

Mrs Diane Gullick

What does a typical week in Year 3 look like?
Every day consists of a Spelling, English, Maths and Reading
session. All other subjects are taught once or twice
during the week.
P.E. days are on Tuesdays and Fridays
Please continue to send your child into school wearing the correct P.E. uniform on
these days.



P.E. Kit
 House colour P.E t-shirt and jumper
House colour shorts (non-shiny only), joggers or tracksuit
 Trainers or plimsolls



Swimming Kit
Swimming costume/trunks
 Swimming hat
 Towel
 Goggles

Specialist Teaching
In Year 3, children will be taught by specialist teachers for both
Music and French. These specialist lessons will take place every Wednesday
The children are also taught RE during this time. These teachers are:
Monsieur Ashley Dare
French

Mrs Sarah Ricketts
Music

Mrs Naomi Owen
HLTA - RE

Steering Group for Rights Respecting
There will be two representatives from year groups 1-6 who will form part of the
steering group that guides and champions Rights Respecting in Orleans Primary School.

Swimming—dependent on COVID restrictions
In Key Stage 2, it is compulsory for children to have swimming lessons. Historically, Year
3 has been the selected year group to attend these lessons at Isleworth Leisure Centre.
However, due to all of the obvious COVID restrictions, this could not take place last year
or during the latter half of the previous year. Sadly, it seems highly unlikely that Year 3
will be able to attend this year either, at least for the most part. It is planned that Year 5
will be having swimming lessons this academic year, to make up for the swimming sessions that they missed over the past two years, but there may be some possibility that
these lessons can continue once again for Year 3 children in the latter half of the
academic year. Should these lessons be allowed to commence once again, the children
will need a bag, a swimming hat, a costume (a one piece for girls and shorts for boys—
not long) and a towel.

Timings and Routines
Morning Routine
Until further notice and guidance from the Government has been released, our current arrangements for drop-off and pick-ups will remain the same as this year.
The gates open for Year 3 at 9.00am and close at 9.10am.

Arriving late on a regular basis can have a negative impact on your child’s learning.
Lessons start promptly at 9.10am, so it is important that your child is on time. At
9.15am, the electronic register closes. If your child arrives late, please enter via the
office so that a member of the admin team can enter your child into the register. They
will be marked in the register as ‘late’..
Please make sure your child has their bag every day as letters, home
learning, reading books and other information can soon get lost.

Timings of the day
9am

School starts

10.15am — 10.30am

Morning Break

11.40pm — 12.35pm

Lunch

3.10pm

End of school day

Please note the different start and end times to KS1

Uniform
In KS2, there are some changes to the uniform:
School Uniform







P.E. Uniform

White Polo Shirt
Royal blue Orleans V-neck jumper or cardigan
Grey trousers / shorts or grey skirt / pinafore
Grey socks or tights
Summer - Royal blue gingham dresses with
white socks
Black shoes—NOT TRAINERS - no open-toed
sandals






House-coloured t-shirt and jumper
House-coloured joggers/shorts (NO LEGGINGS OR SHORT SHORTS)
Trainers
White socks

Children should not wear jewellery, make up or nail varnish. Patterns, sign and symbols
cut into hair are not permitted and hair which is longer than shoulder length should be
tied up so that it minimises the spread of head lice and is less distracting.
Using the school uniform helps to create the community of Orleans Primary School and
children are able to focus on learning and developing.

Ordering Uniform
We use the uniform supplier: Stevenson’s. Stevenson’s have a store in Heath Road in
Twickenham where pupils and parents can visit to sample sizes and purchase in store.
Additionally, parents can order uniform online at www.stevensons.co.uk and by telephone on 01727 815 700.

Houses
In KS2, we use a ‘House’ system. These are just like teams and will be used for various
events throughout the school year, e.g. Sports Day and Behaviour and Achievement records.
The houses have been named after local parks and are as follows:

Children coming up into KS2 will be put into the
same house as their siblings.

Year 3 Houses

Crane
Andre

Syon

Archie

Marble Hill

Richmond

Ayman

Bartu

Alice M

Arran

Ben

Cara

Andrew

Arthur

Chloe

Darcy

Clara

Bianca

Cooper

Dylan

Flo J

DeeDee

Dexter

Esme S

Frankie

Esme M

Emily

George

Jack

Eva B

Erin

Isaac

Imogen

Margot

Flynn

Eva C

Nikolas

Jonah

Flo W

Joshua

Olga

Maisie

Joseph

Liberty

Owen

Phoebe

Inci

Raphael

Mireia

Raife

Maia

Rose

Molly

Ram

Roksana

Sebastian

Nate

Tom

Sophie

Sophia

William

Zack

Abhijeet

Alice S

Year 3 Expectations
Class Resources
Your child needs to be equipped with the following:
All pencil cases for Year 3 must contain:
 Colouring pencils
 Writing pencils
 Glue stick
 Ruler (30cm)
 Rubber
 Sharpener
 Whiteboard pens (dry wipe & washable)
 Felt tip pens (washable)
 Highlighter
 Green edit pens (biro)
A reminder that all parents should be checking their child’s pencil case a few
times a week and restocking any missing or unusable equipment so that they
are able to fully participate in their learning.

Behaviour Expectations
We have the highest expectations of behaviour for all children. We encourage
children to behave in a respectful manner, following the school rules at all
times, showing
respect and taking into account others’ feelings. Children in Year 3 are expected to co-operate with others at all times and develop independence and
organisation. We will also be working with the children on emotional resilience throughout the year. Please be advised that if specific safeguarding issues arise, in line with agreed policy and procedures, the school will report
incidents to the relevant authorities where necessary. Please also be advised
that outside of school hours, your child’s behaviour is your
responsibility to monitor and to react to accordingly. This includes your child’s
use of social media and the internet.

Home Learning Expectations
Home Learning is set on Google Classroom on a Tuesday afternoon with the expectation
that it will be returned the
following Monday. Please understand that if Home Learning is not returned by this day, it
is unlikely that it will be marked until the following week.
Home Learning in Year 3 consists of Spellings to learn for a test, English/Grammar activity
and a Maths activity.
Our Home Learning is always linked to the learning that has taken place during the week
which gives your child the opportunity to consolidate their learning.
Home learning is handed out each week as a paper copy but is also uploaded onto the
Year 3 page of the school website.
So that you are aware of the key elements of reading and Maths - which we
we will be covering each week - we will include a brief description of
this on the home learning sheet.
Home learning should also include the following activities:

Reading
Children should be reading every day, either with an adult or independently. Please record
comments in their reading diary.

Keywords
Children will be expected to continue to read and write the keywords sets that they began
learning in KS1.

Times Tables
In Year 3, children should be confident in knowing some of their times tables and
division facts, which will then add them with mental calculations. We ask that parents support us in teaching these basic skills regularly to assist their child’s learning. We will be
holding a curriculum evening during the autumn term which will give you full
information on strategies to use to support your child.

Key Instant Recall Facts
We put great emphasis on mental recall and being confident and speedy with the facts
they should know in Year 3 . Each half term, your child will receive a new ‘Instant Recall
Fact’ that they should practice and know by the end of that half term. This fact will of
course be practised in class, but it is vital that regular time is spent at home on these too.
The facts are also on the school website, as well as at the end of this booklet, so you can
see what is expected of your child throughout the year.

Reading
How does reading work in Year 3?
Our aim in Year 3 is to hear every child read at least once a week. This will usually be
during Guided Reading sessions which is carried out in small groups. During this session,
teachers will make notes on your child’s reading for their own records and also record in
their reading diary every 2 weeks. When parent readers hear your child read, they will
also make a short comment in the diary. The reading diary is also used as a form of
communication, so please check it regularly.
Our expectation is that children read every day at home, this may be on their own or
with an adult, for at least 10 minutes.

How many books can my child borrow?
Each child can take two reading books home at a time from their colour band. In
addition to this, they may also take one book from the library. We also strongly
encourage children to use the local library as they have a larger range of books.

What do the numbers mean in the colour bands?
Nothing, they are merely used as a sorting system. Therefore, your child may choose
from any number within their colour band.

When can my child change their books?
They may change their books independently as and when they need to.

When can my child move up a reading level?
During Guided Reading sessions, your class teacher keeps a formative
record of progress, alongside summative assessments, which will inform them of when
your child is ready to move up a colour band. Only class teachers make this decision and
will inform you of any changes in your child’s reading diary. It is very important that
children read across a range of books and genres, rather then simply moving through
levels with one genre.

Reading
Book discussion is one of the best ways to know the level of, and to support, your child's
reading. The analytical skills used in discussion are what your child needs to succeed in
school and in life. Here are some tips on how to start and sustain a book discussion with
your child. The questions are different types of questions and tend to be more thought
provoking as you reach the latter questions.
Recall questions
Where does the story take place?
When did the story take place?
What did s/he/it look like?
Who was s/he/it?
Where did s/he/it live?
Who are the key characters in the book?
Comprehension questions
Describe …, e.g. the giant
What do you think is happening here?
What happened in the story?
What might this mean? e.g. proudly
Through whose eyes is the story told?
Which words/phrases tell you that … e.g. the setting is spooky
Which part tells you …, e.g. they were annoyed that Goldilocks was in their house
Why do …? e.g. why do people need to look after their teeth?
Application questions
Do you know any other story which has a similar theme, e.g. good over evil, weak over
strong, wise over foolish?
Can you think of another story which deals with the same issues, e.g. social, cultural, moral, issues?
Can you think of another author who handles time in this way? e.g. flashbacks, dreams
Which stories have openings like this?
Analytical questions
How does the layout help …? e.g. paragraphs, sub-headings, font
What words give you that impression?
Can you explain why?
Do you agree with …’s opinion?
I wonder what the writer intended?

Analytical questions
How does the layout help …? e.g. paragraphs, sub-headings, font
What words give you that impression?
Can you explain why?
Do you agree with …’s opinion?
I wonder what the writer intended?
I wonder what was in the author’s mind here?
What do you think these words mean and why do you think the writer chose them?
How has the author used, e.g. adjectives, to make this character funny?
Why do you think the author chose this setting?
What evidence is there to support your view?
Does this remind you of any other books you have read and how? e.g. story structure,
settings,.
Does the author like …? How do you know?

Synthesis Questions
What does the author think about …? e.g. looking after the countryside
What is your opinion? What evidence do you have to support your view?
Using evidence from the text can you tell me what you feel about …?
Based on what you have read, what do you think about, e.g. global warming?
What would this character think about …? (possibly a present day issue)
Look at the descriptions of 3 people. Who is most likely to buy this book?
In what ways is … like …? e.g. Pingu like a toddler
Give two pieces of evidence that this is a modern/old/multicultural story?
How did you know …? e.g. The story began “Once upon a time”. How did you know there
was likely to be a happy ending?
What is it about … that tells you …? e.g. what is it about the language choice that tells you
it was written a long time ago?
What else might make … the character sad/angry/frustrated etc?

Evaluation questions
What makes this a successful text? What evidence do you have to justify your opinion?
Does it work?
Could it be better? Is it as good as …?
Which is better and why?
Which text do you think is more/most effective?
Which text is giving the writer’s own opinion? How do you know?

Suggested Reading List for Year 3
This list is intended to be a guide to books suitable for children in Year 3. The list, covering a range of
genres, is drawn from a number of sources, including teachers own recommendations; reading lists suggested by other schools and the National Literacy Trust’s website. This list is not exhaustive and there is
no expectation that parents and carers purchase these books. Some of the texts are more difficult to
read than others and care should be taken when choosing those which your child might enjoy. Please
discuss the books your child reads with him/her and remember that although a book might be difficult
for your child to read, he/ she will probably still enjoy having it read to them by an adult.
How to Train Your Dragon by Cressida Cowell
Zeus on the Loose by John Dogherty
Winston of Churchill by Jean Davies Okimoto

The Great Paper Caper by Oliver Jeffers
Beaver Towers by Nigel Hinton
Fantastic Mr Fox by Roald Dahl
George’s Marvellous Medicine by Roald Dahl
Hodgeheg by Dick King-Smith
The Twits by Roald Dahl
The Worst Witch by Jill Murphy
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll
Five Children and It by E. Nesbit
The Fib and Other Stories by George Layton
The 13-Storey Treehouse by Andy Griffiths
James and the Giant Peach by Roald Dahl
Monster and Chips by David O’Connell
Oliver and the Seawigs by Phillip Reeve
Stone Age Bone Age by Mick Manning
The One and Only Ivan by Katherine Applegate
The Sandman and the Turtles by Michael Morpurgo
The Stone Mouse by Jenny Nimmo
The Vanishing Rainforest by Richard Platt
Wendell the World’s Worst Wizard by J.C Spencer
You Wait Till I'm Older Than You (Puffin Poetry) by Michael Rosen
The Turbulent Term of Tyke Tyler by Gene Kemp
Scribbleboy by Philip Ridley
The Diary of a Killer Cat by Anne Fine

Links to further reading lists:
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks2-school-pupils/reading-list-for-year-3-pupils-ks2-age7-8/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/year-3
https://www.thereaderteacher.com/lower-ks2

Reading Challenge

Handwriting
In Year 3, children will continue to practise and refine their cursive (joined) handwriting. When your
child is producing joined handwriting of a consistent size and correct
formation in all written work, they will be awarded a ‘handwriting licence’ and pen. This pen should
be kept at school and used in all lessons apart from Maths and Art.

How can you help?
As in Key Stage 1, we will need Class Reps for both classes.
Usually, we have 2 per class and they help the teacher to
organise events throughout the year and communicate important information to
parents.
 Daily readers or group reading
 Times table testing
 KIRFs testing
 Keyword Testing
 Walking to the park/swimming
 Special weeks/days or events
 Trips
It is essential that you are DBS checked when helping in school. In order to start this process early
(turn around time is usually 6 weeks!) please contact a member of the school office team, who will be
more than happy to assist you and answer any further queries, you may have, for further details and
a DBS form.

School Lunches
Children at Orleans Primary School have a choice of having a delicious, freshly cooked hot school
lunch, or bringing in a packed lunch from home.The hot school lunches, that are cooked daily on site
by our school chef, are nutritionally balanced and made from locally sourced ingredients by
our new catering contractor, Caterlink. As the Universal Free School Meals scheme ends at the end of
Year 2 (Key Stage 1), school lunches become payable from the beginning of Year 3 onwards (except for
families who are on a low income and meet the criteria for Free school Meals – please see https://
www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals for further information and contact the school office, if you
believe you may be entitled to Free School Meals.) The cost for children in Years 3 - 5 for a two course
lunch per day is currently £2.30. Year 3 parents will be asked to complete a Google Form to sign their
children up for school lunches before the end of term, as they are moving from free to chargeable
meals. We do ask that you complete this form as soon as you receive it, so that we can as certain who
will be having school lunches, and get these meal patterns set up on ParentPay. School meals are paid
for via ParentPay and we ask that you do not allow your school meals balance to fall into debit. The
cost per half term for school lunches will be displayed on the school website if you would rather top
up your account for an entire half term. The menu for school lunches will also be dis played on our
school website for you to look at with your child. If you would like to change your child from packed
lunches to school lunches, or from school lunches to packed lunches mid way through the year you
must inform the school office of this in writing via email to info@orleans.richmond.sch.uk , giving at
least 5 days notice. If your child has a food allergy or intolerance, they must bring in a packed lunch
until their special menu has been discussed and agreed with the catering contractor and put into
place. To get this pro cess started, you will need to complete a special diet form which the school
office can send to parents upon request. Please contact the school office for further details.

Music in Year 3 at Orleans Primary School
In addition to Mrs Ricketts, our KS2 Music specialist, teaching music to the pupils in Year 3 on a weekly
basis, Richmond Music Trust will continue to offer opportunities to expand the children’s knowledge
and skills in this area. Mrs Ricketts will run the KS2 Choir and they will be performing at events
throughout the year with the main focus being the ‘Voice in a Million Concert ‘at Wembley arena
Instrumental tuition at Orleans Primary School

In Year 3 the children will be given class tuition through the Wider Opportunities programme run by
Richmond Music Trust and they will be learning to play the violin.
Richmond Music Trust continue to offer tuition to children in Year 3 and the list below outlines the
instruments available. Please contact them directly regarding information on any of these opportunities.
From Year 2 (through to Year 6)
Recorder lessons are available from Year 2. This is standard Richmond Music Trust tuition, paid for
by parents. To apply for lessons go to www.richmondmusictrust.org.uk/applynow
Piano/Keyboard lessons are available from Year 2. This is standard Richmond Music Trust tuition,
paid for by parents. To apply for lessons go to www.richmondmusictrust.org.uk/applynow
Guitar lessons are available from Year 3. This is standard Richmond Music Trust tuition, paid for by
parents. To apply for lessons go to www.richmondmusictrust.org.uk/applynow
Violin lessons are available from Year 2. This is standard Richmond Music Trust tuition, paid for by
parents. To apply for lessons go to www.richmondmusictrust.org.uk/applynow
Applying for lessons
www.richmondmusictrust.org.uk/applynow
If you would like your child to be put on the waiting list for any of the instruments listed above as
standard Richmond Music Trust tuition (ie piano, violin, guitar, flute, clarinet or saxophone) please apply online at the address above. Your child will be placed on the relevant waiting list(s) and Richmond
Music Trust will write to you when they can offer your child a place.

Orchestra
The orchestra will continue next year, running on Monday mornings from 8.15 until 8.55am in the
main school hall. All string, woodwind and brass players are very welcome - we have parts for all abilities. Please contact Julia Gaster directly (jules_gaster@yahoo.co.uk) for more information.
Rockademy
Rockademy teach acoustic guitar, electric guitar and drums – Focusing on rock & pop, a mix of classics
and mainstream hits are their main focus, provide inspiring lessons to our pupils (think School Of
Rock). Either 20 minute or 30 minute lessons, tailoring each lesson plan to the individual. Popular song
requests ,such as ‘Eye Of The Tiger’, ‘James Bond Theme’, ‘Shape Of You’, ‘Uptown Funk’ and
‘Shotgun’, keep the ‘band mates’ interested. Phone number is 08000582485.

Additional information for parents
Holidays in Term-Time
At Orleans, our aim is for each child to achieve excellent attendance each year. We ask parents to
plan family holidays for the school holiday times. A child who takes 2 weeks (10 days) holiday in
term time will have less than 95% attendance for that year before taking into account any further
days lost due to illness. The term dates for 2021—2022 and 2022—2023 are published on our
website. Please do consult them before flights are booked! We do not set work for pupils who are
taken out of school on a holiday.
ParentPay
All payments to the school, except those for charity days, are made online via ParentPay. If you
have any difficulties accessing this please contact the school office and they will be able to help. If
you do not have access to the internet or a computer the office staff are available to support you
using a school computer to make payments.
Permission for Trips
When there is a trip, please ensure that you use ParentPay to give permission for your child to go
on the trip. We can only finalise our risk assessments when we have the final permission given
and, at times, there may be two or three pupils who do not have permission to attend a trip and
this holds everything up.
Online safety
Remember that your children will often have daily access to the internet via phones, computers,
Play Stations, computers and tables etc. Please ensure that you have set parental controls and
monitor your children’s activity. The use of social media is prevalent and it is vital that you know
what sites your children are using and how they are using them. Please see information on the
website as to how to set parental controls and links to websites that give advice and information.
You will be receiving a credit card sized card with QR links to websites that will take you step by
step through the process of setting parental controls. The card will look like this and is available in
an enlarged size on the next page:

Healthy Snacks
Please remember that pupils in KS2 can bring a piece of fruit or vegetables to have as a snack during playtime. Please do not send anything else other than fruit and vegetables as the children will
not be allowed to eat them and they will be confiscated from them.
Medical information about pupils
If your child has medical needs which change during the year you must inform the school via the
office. They will give you the appropriate form to complete. This will help us to ensure that your
child’s medical needs are known and appropriate measures are in place to keep them safe.
Parent Mail
The school uses ParentMail to communicate with parents via email and text message, and all parents need to register for a ParentMail account and download the ParentMail app. If you have not
yet been sent a registration email from ParentMail please contact the school office.

Additional information for parents
School Street
Hartington Road is now a ‘School Street’ and has a temporary traffic management order,
prohibiting motor vehicles during drop off and pick up times every day during term time. Only scooters, cyclists and pedestrians are permitted to use the road during these times, to reduce pollution and
make the area surrounding the school a safer environment for all. Parents must ensure that they do
not drive down Hartington Road between 8.15 - 9.45am, and 2.45 – 4.00pm. Please see http:// schoolstreets.org.uk/ and https://www.richmond.gov.uk/services/roads_and_transport/transport_planning/
school_streets/school_streets_locations_orleans_primary_school_zone_1 for further details.

Pupil Premium - Free School Meals
Families who receive some benefits or are on a low income may be entitled to free school meals
and the ‘pupil premium grant’ funding. Please read the government publication within this link and
contact the School Business Manager to check your eligibility https://www.gov.uk/government/
publications/ pupil-premium/pupil-premium

Orleans Primary School Voluntary Fund
Funding for schools has been under immense pressure for the past few years. Our aim is to provide an
excellent education for all pupils that attend our school. However, these financial challenges mean we
have to make decisions about what we can and cannot continue to provide. Even through careful financial planning, monitoring and making significant cut backs, we are using our reserve funds to prop
up our school budget this financial year. This, and the impact the Covid-19 pandemic has had on reducing our lettings income and OPPTA fundraising, means that we are reliant upon parents
making regular voluntary donations to our school fund, in order to continue to
provide them with a fantastic education.
We are hoping that all of our parents who are able to will commit to donating £10 per month to our
voluntary fund, which will be used to support teaching and learning across the school. This equates to
£840 over your child’s school career, which would make a huge impact to the school. A £25 per
month donation would equate to £2016 across your child’s school career. Regular donations mean
the school can use the donations in our financial planning, and means that we can use the money on
regular commitments such as staffing costs.
Single or annual donations are also greatly appreciated. Monthly or single donations can be easily set
up by visiting the Just Giving OPSF page below.
All contributions are completely confidential and parents should not feel pressured into regular
monthly giving.
https://www.justgiving.com/opsf

Non-negotiable End of Year Expectations for Writing in Year 3

RSE Overview - Year 3

