ORLEANS PRIMARY SCHOOL
WELCOME TO YEAR 4
SCIENCE Sound
Throughout this unit children learn that sounds are
produced by vibrations and that these vibrations travel
from the source through a variety of materials. Musical
instruments are used to illustrate the range of ways of
producing sounds and how pitch and loudness can be
altered. Experimental and investigative work focuses on:
turning ideas into a form that can be investigated and
making predictions, deciding whether the evidence is
sufficient to support the prediction. Work in this unit also
offers opportunities for children to use scientific knowledge
and understanding about sound to explain familiar
phenomena and to relate this to their understanding of
musical instruments.

FRENCH
Children learn to name some francophone countries and some
towns in France. They revise the days of the week, food,
birthdays and some phrases about the weather. They add to
their repertoire of songs and rhymes to help them remember
new language.

ART

Dreams

Children will explore how to convey the
atmosphere and story of a dream. They
explore different viewpoints in the school
environment as a setting for their dream.
They invent a number of characters who
are photographed ‘on location’ and
develop a narrative to describe the dream.
They go on to make prints based on the
narrative.

PSHE

GEOGRAPHY
Beyond the Magic Kingdom: What is the sunshine state really
like?
This enquiry is designed to enable children to gain an understanding of
the physical and human geographical features of a region in North
America with which they can begin to compare and contrast the
characteristics of a region of the United Kingdom. It begins by focusing on
aspects of leisure and tourism with which pupils may be familiar both in
the United Kingdom and overseas. The objective of the investigation is to
take the children beyond that with which they may be familiar and
introduce them to different aspects of Florida’s physical and human
geography.

What strengths, skills and

Computing

RE

MUSIC

interests do we have?
In this topic, the children will be
focussing on their self-esteem and selfworth. They will investigate their own
personal qualities, setting goals and how
to manage setbacks.
backs

The children will
recap on Online
Safety and will
create a comic book
detailing how to
stay safe online.

Children will learn
about the
Buddhist way of
life and also why
light is used as a
symbol at
Christmas.

The children will be
exploring rhythm
patterns and
composition
through the use of
tuned and untuned
percussion and
take part in group
performances.

Key Instant Recall Facts
To help develop children’s fluency in mathematics, we ask them to learn
Key Instant Recall Facts (KIRFs) each half term. This term’s KIRF is:
 I know number bonds to 100.
Please refer to the KIRF letter and activities on Google Classroom for
more information and activities to support learning.

SPELLINGS AND
READING
SPELLINGS WILL BE TESTED ON
MONDAYS.
Children should read for a minimum of
10 mins at home every night (try
library books, newspapers or comics as
well as scheme books).

PLEASE BRING BOOKS TO SCHOOL EVERY DAY –
WE WILL HEAR CHILDREN READ AS OFTEN AS
POSSIBLE.

Dance & OAA (Outdoor Adventurous
Activities) which focus on orienteering, problem
solving and team skills. In Dance, pupils will focus
on creating characters and narrative through
movement and gesture. They gain inspiration from
a range of stimuli, working individually, in pairs and
small groups. P.E days are on Tuesday and

Friday.

ORLEANS PRIMARY SCHOOL
Autumn 1 Curriculum Overview
MATHS



Compare 4 digit numbers - children compare 4 digit numbers using
comparison language and symbols to determine which is greater and which is
smaller.



Ordering Numbers - Children explore ordering a set of numbers in ascending
and descending order.
Finding 10, 100 or 1000 more or less than a given number – Children
consider how the digits change and when regrouping is needed.

Place Value in 4-digit numbers


1000s, 100s, 10s, 1s - Children represent numbers to 9,999 on a place value grid and
understand that a 4 digit number is made up of 1,000s, 100s, 10s and 1s. Moving on from
Base 10 blocks, children start to unitise by using place value counters and digits.





Partitioning - Children will explore how numbers can be broken apart in more than one
way. This step is particularly important later on, when children begin to exchange.
Understanding that 5000 + 300 + 20 + 9 is equal to 4000 + 1300 + 10 + 19 is crucial.



Round to the nearest 10 - Starting with 2 digit numbers, children look at the position of a
number on a number line. They then apply their understanding to three and four digit
numbers, focusing on the number of ones rounding up or down.



Round to the nearest 100 & 1000 – Children use counting sticks and number lines to find
where the numbers would be approximately, find the nearest higher and lower multiple of one
hundred or 1000, and decide which is the closer multiple.

Addition & Subtraction
 Column Addition
 Column Subtraction

Addition & Subtraction
 Derive addition and subtraction facts from known facts - Children use the part whole
model to show how related facts can be derived either by scaling each part up by 10, 100 or
1000 (if I know 4 + 3 = 7, I can derive 40 + 30 = 70). They then apply this knowledge
through combining facts e.g. 34 + 43 and explore deriving facts resulting from a change to
one of the parts.




Choosing appropriate strategies - Children look at addition and subtraction
equations and a strategy to solve it. They then move on to explore different
strategies that they could use before discussing efficient strategies.

Subtraction from multiples of 1000



ENGLISH

Represent one step word problems - Children create word problems for given bar models
and then explore how to construct a bar model to represent a one-step word problem.
Children then solve one-step problems, drawing their own bar models to represent them,
applying strategies they have explored in this unit.
t.

After we have completed the first text, we will be immersing ourselves in a film study.
We will explore and study a short film called 'The Dreamgiver'. We will use the visuals to
enhance our creative writing and descriptions. Finally, we will use the story to develop
non-fiction writing. Throughout we will see how the director 'tells the story' using film
elements.
Throughout the unit, we will be completing the following written tasks:



Two-step word problems - Children use bar models to represent two-step addition and
subtraction problem.



Setting description



Character description



Fantasy narrative



Build tension



Descriptive Writing



Recount events (1st)



Newspaper report



Reported speech

